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i. NATIONALIZATION

To-day, when economics carry the day over politics, a purely
political dictatorship would play no more than a secondary part
in the life of the country. If it is to be really master of the Nation's
destinies it must interpose in the whole organization of production
and consumption, of social relations, and even of the private life
of individuals.

The Vichy regime is a rigime of complete nationalization. The
State is the absolute master of agriculture, of industry, of trade,
of transport. It controls the working of the occupational groups,
of the youth groups, of the ex-soldiers* associations. It directs
sport as well as charity, education, and the fixing of prices.

No one can now move a finger or utter a word without per-
mission from the State. This domination of the State over private
life has now extended to such things as shooting; nobody can
now obtain a shooting-licence unless he belongs to a socittt
departementale de chasseurs, the president of which is appointed by
& ministerial order (Law of June 28, 1941, No. 2673).

Parallel with its hold on the economic and material life of
the country, the State secures its influence upon men's minds by
subjecting the Press and Broadcasting to the severest rule they
have ever known. The importance attached to the problem of
news, or more exactly to the problem of suppressing news, is
proved by the fact that the department concerned is placed under
the direct control of the Vice-President of the Council.

2. CONCENTRATION AND DECENTRALIZATION
(i) Concentration. But the very multiplication of the powers of
the State entails a ruthless concentration. In order that the Chief
of the State may give his orders and have them carried out speedily
it is necessary for the principal executive officers to be at hand;
it is also necessary that they shall be few in number, so that his-
control may be effective.
Hence the new Government organization. The Chief of the
State now has only a few Ministers with him, who are responsible
to him for the preparation and the execution of his decisions.
Each Minister is the master of one or more ministerial departments;
when he has more than one department under him each is
represented by a Secretary of State. In each ministerial department
the administrative staffs are regrouped under secretaries-general
or commissaries, so that the Secretary of State finally has only a
small number of direct collaborators.
In so far as the Government has to deal with private activities,